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Ministry of Legal Affairs

Law no. (7) of 2003
On the trade secrets

Amended by:
-Law No. (35) of 2005; and
-Law No. (12) of 2006.

As per Law No. (12) of 2006, the "Minister of Commerce" was substituted by the "Minister
concerned with Intellectual Property”, in both articles (5) and (8) of this law.

Disclaimer: The official version of the law and any amendments thereto is published in Arabic in the Official Gazette. This
version of the law, including amendments thereto, is provided for guidance and easy reference purposes. The Ministry of
Legal Affairs does not accept any liability for any discrepancy between this version and the official version as published
in the Official Gazette and / or any inaccuracy or errors in the translation.

For any corrections, remarks, or suggestions, kindly contact us on corrections@mola.gov.bh

This version includes all amendments in force up to 1st January 2024
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Law no. (7) of 2003 2003 &l (7) 03, 0153l
on the trade secrets 4—3)‘-‘.%7-” sl Glany
We, Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, King of the Kingdom of Bahrain - ) aSdos el Als JI e 00 o s

Having reviewed the Constitution, gl e ALY Ly
And the Civil and Commercial Procedures Act promulgated by Legislative Decree No. (12) of 1971, cad sl (lsally 1971 2id (12) 03y O95lay poylly saliall yladlly Al wlasdlll 0gils e
as amended,
And the Law of Commerce promulgated by Legislative Decree No. (7) of 1987, as amended, el Al olsally 1987 2wl (7) 08, 093las pos Ll saliall 85lmall 05ild (eg
And Legislative Decree No. (7) of 1994 with respect to Ratifying the Document of the Adoudl Byl Aalate (uanls Aaidy e Gatiatlly 1994 did (7) 035 093l pgaeyll e
Establishment of the World Trade Organization,
And Legislative Decree No. (31) of 1996 with respect to Accession to the Paris Agreement for e byall LSU Blesd (sl 28Las1 ) alesas¥l o Lag 1996 2iud (31) 03, O93las pganyll (e
Protection of Industrial Property,
And the Civil Code promulgated by Legislative Decree No. (19) of 2001, <2001 2] (19) 68, 093las poaapdly ssbiall Gull 0gslall e
And the Criminal Procedures Law promulgated by Legislative Decree No. (46) of 2002, <2002 3wt (46) 03, O93las agu,lly soliall 2slidl wilel Y1 Gg3l8 e
Arjd Decree No. (1) of 1995 with respect to Accession by the State of Bahrgin pf the Agreement | 2, Sall 2,81l 2l dalaill oLad) 2udlasl J) ozl Do alesasl oliy 1995 awd (1) 08) agwydl ey
with respect to the Establishment of the World International Property Organization (WIPO), (5ms)
The Consultative Council and Council of Representatives ratified the following Law which we 0l ysoly dule Lo udg cduas JY1 93lall ilsad) (udmay 094l (udma 31

approved and enacted:
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Article 1 dale
"As amended by Law No. (12) of 2006" 2006 3 (12) oy 35La] sy Aots

It shall be prohibited for every natural or corporate person to disclose information in his possession if it = b ey el 13] dsgmms 0985 ) loglall eLid] gyliiel ol (apbs pasd S (e Slazmy

is characterized by the following:

A.  If the information is confidential. Confidentiality is thereto fulfilled if the information in its Sl eAgyme pe Aa 8l Lelayas @ 5l ALl Lipsie § wlaglall caf13) &yull e 3amisy (A cuE13]
final form or its specifics is neither unknown nor circulated and is not accessible for those who - Slaglall oo poall i Bole calanadl gl Lple Jgummdl Jeandl (0 utlg c@glaie me
usually deal with such type of information.

B. Ifitwas of a commercial value due to its confidentiality. Ay LesSI Dl Ayl 408 3 S 13

C. [fits confidentiality was dependable on the effective measures undertaken by its legal holder Lele Llasell dllad sulus (e Gigslall Lagile sdsil o e Lpaye 3 datad <€ 13) 2
to preserve it.
Within the course of implementing provisions of this law, the information stipulated in the features | %allie day ¥y co93lall I (o, eY 4yl Tyl 2Ll 39201 3 Lple mgimill ool Lpd 481535 G1 olaglall pzai

hereinabove are thereto regarded as trade secrets. It shall not be regarded a violation of this herein law, | -, 1551 L 13| o 3 Byla Lt 8y 9,00 cilaglall sl (e i 2SI (v Bumriell 2,531 bl 45 s Lo WIS
if the competent administrative authority undertakes measures to disclose such information due to a ’ T i - o
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compelling need to protect the public, or if the said competent authorities undertook the necessary
measures to guarantee suspension of unfair commercial usage of such information.

Article 2

"As amended by Law No. (12) of 2006"

A.

Article 2

All data or tests submitted to the competent administrative authority that are the result of
considerable efforts with an aim of obtaining an official approval for marketing
pharmacological or agrichemical product in which new chemical components are used shall
be considered trade secrets.

Pursuant to provisions of Articles 2 bis to 2 bis (b) of this herein Law, the competent
administrative bodies shall be obliged not to disclose received data or tests of those
mentioned in the previous paragraph until same become no longer confidential.

bis

"Added by Law No. (12) of 2006"

A.

Article 2

If any person submitted to the competent administrative authority for the purpose of
obtaining a permission to market a pharmaceutical product-which encompasses a chemical
compound previously permitted to market within another pharmaceutical product — new
clinical information besides such data related to biological equipollence, it is not permitted to
market a similar oridentical product by any other person before the elapse of three years from
the date of granting the marketing permit, based on the clinical information previously
disclosed by the first person, or according to other evidences pertaining to the marketing
permit based on such information without the written consent of the first person.

If any person submitted to the competent administrative authority for the purpose of
obtaining a permission to market a pharmaceutical product of the type prescribed in
Paragraph (a) of this article not submitted by another person in another country in terms of
evidences representing new clinical information contrary to the information related to
biological equipollence, it is prohibited to allow marketing by any other person within three
years of the date of granting the marketing permit in the Kingdom, to market a similar or
identical product being marketed in another country according to the said clinical information
or any other evidences related to granting a permit to market the product in another country
based on such information without the written consent of the person concerned in the other
country.

For purposes of this Article, the new Pharmaceutical product is that which does not entail a
chemical component that was permitted to market in the Kingdom by means of use within a
pharmaceutical product. The agrichemical product also means the product which does not
encompass a chemical agent that was permitted for use in the Kingdom in an agrichemical
product.

bis (A)

"Added by Law No. (12) of 2006"

A

If any person submitted to the competent administrative authority for purposes of attainin%
a permission to market a new pharmaceutical product, or a new agricultural-chemica
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product the marketing of which was permitted in another country based on the evidences
previously submitted by that person pertaining to the safety and the efficiency of that
product, same body shall refrain from permitting the marketing of an identical or similar
product to another person without the written approval of the first person for a period of five
years as of the date of the permission to market the new pharmaceutical product in the
Kingdom of Bahrain, and ten years as of the date of the permission to market the new
agricultural-chemical product in the Kingdom

If any person submitted to the competent administrative authority with a purpose of attaining
a permission to marketa new pharmaceutical product, or a new agricultural-chemical product
the marketing of which was permitted in another country based on the evidences previously
submitted by that person pertaining to the safety and the efficiency of that product, same
body shall refrain from permitting the marketing of an identical or similar product to another
person without the written approval of the first person for a period of five years as of the date
of the permission to market the new pharmaceutical product in the Kingdom of Bahrain, and
for ten years as of the date of the permission to market the new agricultural-chemical product
in the Kingdom based on previous information submitted in another country pertaining to
the safety or efficiency of the product or any other evidences related to allowing the marketing
of the product in another country without the written consent of the said person in the other
country.

Article 2 bis (B)
"Added by Law No. (12) of 2006"
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A. Ifany person submitted to the competent administrative authority for purposes of attaining a ) [
permission to market a new use of an agricultural-chemical product which was previously | gl (e Slsiw yde I3 5gze ¥ 4ild Audelall of 2adbdl oLy Silaglae ASLall § dule 2adloll 3ase (£153
permitted in the Kingdom, information pertaining to the safety or efficiency of the product, | Tsbiu! 4ylie ol Jlas il szl alaziad) Gaguds 131 (asd ¥ el el 7 0a3 O ol miadll
same authority shall refrain from permitting the marketing the new use by another person | «J L syuzll alasiadl Gaguds ol zmatll olis Juds 61 ol Sloslall sda (e Jo¥1 (asedad! doud Lo )
without the written approval of the first person for a period of ten years as of the date of the IS el LS s e 38lsy
permission to market the new usage without the written consent of the first person.

B. Ifany person submitted to the competent administrative authority, for purposes of attaining c;’l"""s ) e ?‘“‘M';' }'45_1,‘,1 ‘ c3_u9"5"“" L 4 mysadd ‘u‘f’-‘ Lozl ., ‘ E‘fJ‘{?” 4=l = .cﬁ-’**‘" bpuad il o
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a period of ten years based on the submitted information on the safety and efficiency of the lealadl s 5 -0 s U sl

. L i 5—L~—L oudd Al O (Gase (§ ,a_‘z,wj
new use of the produce or on other evidences to market the use of that product in another
country without the written approval of the first person.
. 3sake
Article 3

Owner of the trade secrets right is entitled to prohibit others from violating the same Ay a1l lalall ps (ylass G0 JLad¥ e Jad 6L Lle guntdl oo il s 4yletll 1l 3 3 il

through any act contradictory to lawful commercial practices.

The right owner —or a third licensed party- is at liberty to dispose of trade secrets to others w25 a9l pasay I Akl 51l § bpiat o — d8sis 4] edl (o ol — Bl cmlial Seg

either with consideration or without consideration.
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Article 4

For purposes of this herein law application committing any of the following acts is thereto considered a
violation of fair trade practices —in particular:

A.  Breach of contacts, if any of the parties discloses confidential information that came to his
knowledge through the information contained in the contract

B. Disclosure of confidential information and the inducement of its disclosure.

b.  Acquiring information from the places where same is reserved in any illegal manner such as
fraud, espionage, robbing, bribery, or other.

c.  Acquiring trade secrets from another person, if the acquirer knows or is capable of knowing
that the other person obtained the information through committing any of the acts prescribed
in the above provisions.

Acquiring trade secrets by exerting independent self efforts or capabilities shall not prejudice fair trade
practices.

Article 5
"As amended by Law No. (35) of 2005"

The Employees appointed by the Minister concerned with Intellectual Property to verify
implementation of this herein Law provisions and the relevant decisions shall have the authority of
entering the relevant stores.

The employees appointed and duly authorized by the Minister of Justice in agreement with the Minister
concerned with Industrial Property shall have the capacity of Judicial Control Commissioners
concerning the offenses taking place within their own jurisdiction and that pertain to their functions.

The written minutes concerning these offenses shall be transferred to the Attorney General by virtue of
adecision by the Minister concerned with Intellectual Property or the one he delegates for this purpose.

Article 6

A. Inthe case of infringement or to avoid any infringement upon any of the rights provided for
in this Law, a person who has a claim to such right shall seek the issue of a writ from the
president of the court that has jurisdiction to hear the dispute in question to take one or more
of the appropriate precautionary actions including the following:

1. Making a detailed description of the products, including the imported products
following the supply thereof, materials, machinery and tools that are used or may
have been used for this purpose and to safeguard the evidence relating to the matter
in question.

2. Effecting cautionary seizure on the items mentioned in the preceding paragraph.

3. Puttingan end to the infringement.
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B. The petition shall be attached with sufficient evidence that the applicant is the right owner
and that this right is subject to violation or imminent violation. The court chief may ask the
applicant to present necessary information to assist the competent authority to implement
cautionary measures regarding the products in question.

C.  The court chief, as may be the case, may rule in the request of the petition applicant without
summoning the adversary where delay in issuing orders may result in unrealizable damages
or that it would render the destruction of evidence. In such a case the adversary must be
notified immediately with the verdict.

The issued verdict may include, in addition to undertaking any of the said measures, delegation of one
or more experts to assist in its implementation, impose the deposition of a bank or monetary guarantee
appropriate to compensate for any damage that may unlawfully arise thereof. The party against whom
the order is issued may petition against the order before the competent court within the ten days
following the date of its issuance or its notification, as the case may be, in this case the court shall have
the right to affirm the order or to repeal it, either fully or partially.

The lawsuit regarding the substance of the dispute must be submitted within 15 days as of the issuance
thereof; otherwise any thereto action shall be deemed null.

Article 7

Without detriment to any harsher penalty prescribed in any other law, any person who unlawfully
discloses, acquires or uses trade secrets protected under the provisions of this Law, and was aware of
their secrecy or that they were acquired by unlawful methods, shall be punished by an imprisonment
of not less tﬁan 3 months and not more than one year and by a fine of not less than (%/00) five Hundreds
Bahraini Dinars and not more than (2000) Two Thousand Bahraini Dinars, or by any of those penalties.

The court may instruct the publication of the verdict in a daily newspaper for one time or more at the
expense of the party against whom the decision is issued.

In case of repetition of the offense, the punishment shall be imprisonment of not less than 6 months
and not more than 2 years and by a fine of not less than (1000) One Thousand Bahraini Dinars and not
more than (4000) Four Thousand Bahraini Dinars, or by one of those penalties, with the closing the
store or business or stopping the activity —as may be the case- for a period not less than 15 days and
not more than 6 months, as well as publishing the judgment in a daily newspaper for once or more at
the expense of the party against whom the decision is issued.

In case of a conviction decision, the court shall order the seizure or destruction of products or goods
acquired from the offense, including imported goods upon their arrival and machinery and equipment
used thereof.

In case of an acquittal decision, the court shall rule the seizure or destruction of the aforementioned
items if they caused harm or have been used to infringe the patented rights.
Article 8

The Minister concerned with Intellectual Property shall issue the necessary decisions to implement the
provisions of this herein Law.
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Article 9 9sale
The Ministers - each in his own capacity — shall implement this Law which shall come into effect as of Syl 3 8,dd ol QW agdl e Dlel 4, Joang (095 B 1 Jidis — dyasdey Lawd 8- 51y5900 (e
the next day following the publication thereof in the Official Gazette. Aaw,ll
The King of the Kingdom of Bahrain o-'ﬁ-” Ao 2lla
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, s JI suse o do>
Issued in Al Rifa’a Palace on: Bl jymd § sse
14th of Rabee’ Al Akhir 1424 A H. 21424 5 a0, 14 50l
June, 14th, 2003 #2003 54555 14 38151



